
Altoona' Trail Riders
Obstacle Challenge 2010

at Rocking Horse Stables, AJtoona,FL
www.rockinghorseht.com

Saturday, March 27, 2010

Join us for our Ninth Annual Obstacle ChalleDf!e. The Challenge consists of 15 obstacles
such as water crossings, side-pass, tarps and other interesting obstacles. Horses will be
scored on how well they negotiate each one. Best score, ,calculated as described in the
rules, will determine the winner.

Campsites, RV hook-ups, stalls & paddocks available at Rocking Horse Stables. (tie outs
or portable pens are NOT allowed)

The Ocala National Forest borders the property and you are welcome to ride at your own risk.

Open to all horses and riders. Pre-registration required. No registra~ions or substitutions
accepted day of the Challenge. Event limited to 150 horses so register early. Your pre­
paid registration must be received by Wednesday, March 17,2010, no exceptions.

, --~
We will do a 'shotgun' start which means 4,..5 riders~will simultaneously be assigned to
each of the 15 obstacles, beginning at 9AM. ~Awards will be presented around 2 PM or as
soon as scoring is complete. Concession stands on the grounds for breakfast and lunch.

* * * * * * Riding double is NOT allowed due to liability * * * * * * * * * .
Classes: >>Altoona Trail Riders reserve the right to combine age groups to fill a class < <

CHILDREN: Ages 11 and under (must wear protective head gear)*$25.00
JUNIOR:

Ages 12-18 (must wear protective head gear)* $25.00

(All riders under age 16 must be accompanied on the course by an adult, 19 years or older.) YOUNG ADULT:
Ages 19-30 $35.00

ADULT:
Ages 31-50· $35.00

SENIOR:
Ages 51+ $35.00

ATRADULT:

.

Ages 19-50 (ATR membership required)
'.

$25.00
ATR SENIOR:

Ages 51+ (ATR membership required) $25.00
POLICEIPOSSE:

. For those horses that serve or have served on police/posse units.$35.00

Directions to Rockinl! Horse Stables .•Altoona:
From Ocala: go east on SR 40 to SR 19. South (right) on SR 19 for 14 miles. Rocking Horse is on the left.
Entrance is on Lake Dorr Road just south of the main Rocking Horse drive.
From Ormond Beach area: go west on SR 40 to SR 19. South (left) on SR 19 (see above).
From Orlando area: go north on 441 to SR 19 in Eustis. Go north on SR 19 through Umatilla and
Altoona. Rocking Horse is a few miles north of Altoona on SR 19, located on the right, 1/10th mile past
the IJRnmmj sign. '.

*Effective October 1, 2009, all children under the age of 16 are required to wear a helmet meeting the standards of the American Society
of Testing and Materials (ASTM) when riding horseback on: A public roadway or right-of-way; A public equestrian trail, recreational
trail, park or preserve, school site; or Publicly Owned or controlled property. Form Revised Jan 2010



2010 Obstacle Challenge Rules

1. . SAFETY is first and foremost in this event. Please be careful. If your horse gets upset with any
obstacle, it is better to pass than to try to force him to do something that will scare him· or result in
injury to horse or rider.

2. The obstacle judges have an obligation to ensure safety. If a judge determines a situation is not safe,
their word is FINAL. If a judge asks you to not continue with a particular obstacle, you must obey
that request and withdraw from the obstacle. Arguing with the judges is not allowed and will be
grounds for dismissal from the Challenge and perhaps from the property.

3. Riding double is NOT allowed on the premises due to liability risk .
. 4. All horses must have some type of bridle, Indian bit or headgear for control and some type of saddle or

bare-back pad that has a girth and stirrups. Bareback and bridle-less riding is not allowed.
5. Carry your score card with you on the course. It is each rider's responsibility to present the card to

and collect it from each judge and surrender it to the scorers as you leave the course. Your card may
be picked up after placings are announced.

6. Each horse and rider must negotiate obstacles on their own, one at a time, A TA WALl<. You may not
follow another horse through an obstacle;

7. Riders MUST stay mounted while negotiating an obstacle. A dismount will result in a zero score for
that obstacle.

8. Each obstacle has a. one-minute (60 second) completion time limit. There are 'in' and 'out' gates for
each obstacle through which you will be judged.

9. Scoring will be based on a scale of 0 to 5, with 5 being the best:
»Altoona Trail Riders reserve the right to combine age groups to fill a class«

Score of 5: Horse moves willingly toward and through the obstacle with relaxed, forward movements
in an unflappable manner. NO hesitation and NO obvious encouragement from the rider.
Score of 4: Horse moves forward willingly with only one or two slight hesitations. Some subtle
encouragement from rider.
Score of 3: Horse moves forward but is resistant with a stop or two, looking closely at obstacle.
Obvious encouragement from rider.
Score of 2: Horse is resistant and unwilling. Frequent stopping and frequent encouragement from
rider.

Score of 1: Horse is extremely resistant and unwilling, shying at obstacle, backing up or spinning and
unwilling to go forward. Gets through the obstacle only.with continuous encouragement from rider and
continuous use of voice and legs.
Score of 0: Horse is unable to complete the obstacle.
Obstacles with a * next to them will be timed. The time is only used in the event of a tie score.

10. Note: In placing classes; HORSES THAT COMPLETE ALL THE OBSTACLES WILL BE PLACED
AHEAD OF HORSES THAT MISSED ANY OBSTACLES. For example; if horse A completes all
obstacles with a score of 50 and horse B completes only 14 of 15 obstacles with a score of 54, horse A
will be placed ahead of horse B. If you have questions about the scoring process the proper protocol is
to ask one of the organizers, not a judge.

11. You will be penalized one score down for failing to negotiate an obstacle as described above. Example:
if an obstacle requires you place rings over cones and you drop one (miss the cone), your score will be
reduced one number for each ring dropped/missed.

12. The course will be dismantled beginning at 4:00 PM. All competitors must be off the course by 5 PM.
The cross-country course (where the obstacle course is set-up) is off limits pn Sunday. Those camping
may ride the trails (at their own risk) across the road on Sunday

13. Jumping of any obstacles and/or jumping any of the cross-country fences on the property is
prohibited. If caught the persons doing so will be required to leave the premises. This is a liability for
Rocking Horse ·stable management and cannot be tolerated. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

*Effective October 1, 2009, all children under the age of 16 are required to wear a helmet meeting the standards of the American Society
of Testing and Materials (ASTM) when riding horseback on: A public roadway or right-of-way; A public equestrian trail, recreational
trail, park or preserve, school site; or Publicly Owned or controlled property. Form Revised Jan 2010




